Science topics Downview
children learn:

Intent
Along with English and maths, science remains one of
the main core subjects. It can be one of the most exciting
and practical subjects and, as a result, is a real joy to
teach and learn. Children love the chance to learn
through being totally hands-on and finding things out for
themselves — the perfect way to understand the world
around them. A positive primary science experience is
also key to encouraging future generations to not only
study this at secondary school, but also potentially to
follow it as a career.
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Science at Downview
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Changes
Living Things and
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The curriculum
In the EYFS, science is included within the Understanding the World area of learning. As with other learning in Reception,
your child will mainly learn about science through games and play – which objects float and sink during water play, for
example. Activities such as these will help your child to develop important skills such as observation, prediction and critical
thinking.






The content of science teaching and learning is set out in the 2014 National Curriculum for primary schools in England.
Within this, certain topics and areas are repeated across year groups, meaning that children may revisit a particular topic in
each year of primary school but with increasing difficulty and with a different focus each time.



For example, the area of animals, including humans is examined in 5 out of 6 year group, with a very clear progression of
knowledge and understanding over the six years:
In Year 1 this involves: looking at the human body, recognising animal groups and sorting these animals.
By Year 6, this will have developed into knowing the internal structure of the human body in relation to circulation,
classifying living things based on more complex characteristics and exploring scientific research into this classification.







Forces including
Magnets and
Electricity,
Sound and light,
Plants,
Rocks and fossils,
Living things &
their habitats
Animals
including
humans
States of Matter
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changes of
materials
Earth and Space
Evolution and
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